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feelings in the composition of this work, than any now to be
found in it. Toil know. Sir, Lord Gower forsook the old
Jacobite interest. When I came to the word Renegade, after
telling that it meant "one who deserts to the enemy, a re-
volter," I added, Sometimes we say a GOWER. Thus it went
to the press; but the printer had more wit than I, and struck
it out,'
Let it, however, be remembered, that this indulgence does
not display itself only in sarcasm towards others, but some-
times in playful allusion to the notions commonly enter-
tained of his own laborious task. Thus: 'Grub-street^ the
name of a street in London, much inhabited by writers of
small histories, dictionaries, and temporary poems; whence
any mean production is called Grub-street' - 'Lexicographer>
a writer of dictionaries, a harmless drudge?
At the time when he was concluding his very eloquent
Preface, Johnson's mind appears to have been in such a state
of depression, that we cannot contemplate without wonder
the vigorous and splendid thoughts which so highly dis-
tinguish that performance. CI (says he) may surely be con-
tented without the praise of perfection, which if I could ob-
tain in this gloom of solitude, what would it avail me ? I have
protracted my work till most of those whom I wished to
please have sunk into the grave; and success and miscarriage
are empty sounds. I therefore dismiss it with frigid tran-
quillity, having little to fear or hope from censure or from
praise.'
It must undoubtedly seem strange, that the conclusion of
his Preface should be expressed in terms so desponding, when
it is considered that the authour was then only in his forty-
sixth year. But we must ascribe its gloom to that miserable
dejection of spirits to which he was constitutionally subject,
and which was aggravated by the death of his wife two years
before.
The celebrated Mr [John] Wilkes, whose notions and
habits of life were very opposite to his, but who was ever
eminent for literature and vivacity, sallied forth with a little
]eu d'Esprit upon the following passage in his Grammar of
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